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• The information in this presentation is for educational purposes only and is not intended to be a recommendation
to purchase or sell any of the stocks, mutual funds, or other securities that may be referenced. The securities of
companies referenced or featured in the seminar materials are for illustrative purposes only and are not to be
considered endorsed or recommended for purchase or sale by BetterInvestingTM / National Association of
Investors CorporationTM. The views expressed are those of the instructors, commentators, guests and
participants, as the case may be, and do not necessarily represent those of BetterInvestingTM. Investors should
conduct their own review and analysis of any company of interest before making an investment decision.

• Securities discussed may be held by the instructors in their own personal portfolios or in those of their clients.
BetterInvestingTM presenters and volunteers are held to a strict code of conduct that precludes benefitting
financially from educational presentations or public activities via any BetterInvestingTM programs, events and/or
educational sessions in which they participate. Any violation is strictly prohibited and should be reported to the
CEO of BetterInvestingTM or the Director of Chapter Relations.

• This presentation may contain images of websites and products or services not endorsed by
BetterInvestingTM. The presenter is not endorsing or promoting the use of these websites,
products or services.

• This session may be recorded for our future use.

Disclaimer
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• Review Screener in CoreSSG & SSGPlus

 5 to 13 search criteria

 2 to 5 predefined screens

 Results & preview panels

 Filtered list

• Review Ticker Heat Map in SSGPlus

Screening QuickStart Guide in Handouts

Objectives
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How to find the screener

Launch Screener

Get Quickstart Guides
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Screening Stocks - CoreSSG

Pre-Defined Screens

CoreSSG – 5 Criteria

Results

Open, Preview New Study

Filtered List

Screener Indicator

Search & Reset
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Screening Stocks - CoreSSG
EPS R^2 5 Yr >0.9
Historical 10 Yr EPS Growth % ≥10
Historical 10 Yr Sales Growth % ≥10
Debt / Capital % <40
Pre-Tax Profit Trend Up or Even
Return on Equity Trend Up or Even

EPS R^2 5 Yr >0.9
Historical 10 Yr EPS Growth % ≥10
Historical 10 Yr Sales Growth % ≥10
PE / Historical EPS Growth >0 & <1
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Screening Stocks - SSGPlus

3 More Pre-Defined Screens

8 More Criteria

Ticker Heat Map
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Screening Stocks - SSGPlus

EPS R^2 5 Yr >0.85
Pre-Tax Profit Trend Up or Even
Return on Equity Trend Up or Even
Debt / Capital % <40
Sales ($M) >100 and <1000
Historical 5 Yr Sales Growth % >12
Last 4Q Sales Growth % > 12
Historical 5 Yr EPS Growth % >12
Last 4Q EPS Growth % >12

EPS R^2 5 Yr >0.9
Historical 10 Yr EPS Growth % ≥10
Historical 10 Yr Sales Growth % ≥10
Pre-Tax Profit Trend Up or Even
Return on Equity Trend Up or Even
Debt / Capital % <40
Dividend Payout % ≤75
Current Dividend Yield % >1.5 & <10 Number of Years >= 5

Recent Sales ($M) > 50
Years with Positive EPS >3
TakeStock Quality Index >3.5
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Screening Results 

Scroll Bar
Sorting 
Options

Filtering 
Options

Scroll Bar
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Screening – Preview a Stock

Preview Data

Move forward and back through the list
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Screening – Preview a Stock
See company information
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Screening – Preview a Stock
Save company to filtered list
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Ticker Heat Map

Box size is relative 
to the number of 
studies created.

Box color indicates a 
ranking of general 

favorability 
sentiment with dark 

green being most 
favorable. 

Top 100 tickers based on the number 
of studies created in last 90 days. 

Tickers are grouped by sector.
Heat Map available in SSGPlus. 

Data as of: 
6/10/2022
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Ticker Heat Map

All stocks are ‘ranked’ by color in 
comparison to the other stocks

More Favorable Returns

Less Favorable Returns

 All colors will be present when stocks are ranked
 Red DOES NOT mean ‘sell’ 
 Green DOES NOT mean ‘buy’
 There will always be a dark green and dark red 

stock on the chart
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Ticker Heat Map

Hover mouse over ticker for more information. 
Click box to open new study. 
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Criteria Selection Tip Sheet

• Sales Growth: Any, >5%, >8% or >12% 
 >5% for Large size companies; >8% for medium; >12% for small

• 5-year EPS R-squared: Any, >0.5, >0.7, or >0.9
 >0.9 for very consistent EPS trend, potential sign of good management

• Pre-tax Profit and Return on Equity trends: Up, Even or Down
 Generally want Up or Even

• Morningstar Grades: Any, >=A, >=B or >=C letter grades
 Higher is better, start with A’s and B’s

• PE / Historical EPS Growth: Any,  <1.5, <1.0, or <0.8
 Look for companies with Historical PEG ratios <1.0, lower is better
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Reviewed Screener in CoreSSG & SSGPlus
 5 to 13 search criteria
 2 to 5 predefined screens

 Results & preview panels
 Filtered list
Reviewed Ticker Heat Map in SSGPlus

Summary
In this session we:
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Online Demo Available

• Special thanks to Suzi Artzberger for providing the initial slidepack to build on.

• In Suzi’s Dec. 18, 2020 webinar she shows how to find high-quality stock 
ideas using the online Screening and Stock Ideas tool and where to find even 
more stock ideas on the BetterInvesting member website.

• The YouTube link to the “Stock Screening and Stock Ideas” webinar with live 
demo is: https://youtu.be/ACDnFFxmR9I and also can be found on BI’s Home 
page under the Learn About Investing / Free Videos dropdown.
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Questions

Contact Info:
David Lenig
president@alaska.betterinvesting.org
Re: Screening Stocks to Study 

Using the BetterInvesting Online Tools
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Instructor
Diane Gillit

Vice President for Education – West Texas Chapter 

A “Cheat Sheet” for 
the SSG

August 31, 2022
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 Locate the “SSG Cheat Sheet” on
the BI Member website

 Identify its uses for new SSGs

 Discuss its club meeting uses 

 Explain its use with other SSG tools 

Objectives
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 Be available to all BI members

 Follows inputs into the SSG form

 Offers educational info to each SSG entry

 Consistent with new SSG Audit function                      
in the SSG Plus/Core software

 Emphasizes “STOP” if the stock does not meet 
criteria for a high quality growth company

Key Elements of Cheat Sheet
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BI’s Stock Selection Guidelines for Beginners
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The Stock Selection Guide (SSG)
Guidelines for Beginners

 Outlines what to look for in quality growth 
companies

 Offers basic judgment guidelines for investors

 Offers guidelines, not absolute rules
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Location – BI Members Webpage

WORKSHEETS

LEARNING
CENTER
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Introduction to the SSG Series Worksheet

SSG Guidelines for 
Beginners (PDF)
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Example

Rate of 
Growth

“Up,
Straight, 
Parallel”
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STOP!!! Pre-Tax 
Profit

Return 
on 

Equity

Debt
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Growth 
Projections

High P/E
Projection

Low Price 
Projection

Buy 
???
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 Print on colored paper to easily locate 

 Laminate or use a vinyl sheet protector

 Use dry erase markers to “check off” each 
guideline

Prepare Guidelines for Long-Term Use
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SSG Cheat Sheet 
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Not Just for Beginners

 “Cheat Sheet” should be used consistently 

 Develops “muscle memory” based on best 
practices

 Saves time by quickly identifying poor candidates

 Reinforces other SSG tools
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 Require an SSG for all new stocks considered for 
club purchase

 Encourage members to use the “Cheat Sheet” to 
prepare their SSG on the new stock

 Complete a group “Cheat Sheet” on all stocks before 
purchase

 Third-party guidelines are a tactful way for             
member education

Club Use
3535



New Audit Tool
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 BI  SSG Guidelines for Beginners are not just for the 
Intro to SSG class series but also work as a “Cheat 
Sheet” 

 Consistent use of  the “Cheat Sheet” helps both novice 
and intermediate SSG users follow BI Best Practices

 Use as a club review tool creates tactful investor 
education for all members

Summary
In this session we touched on:

3737



Contact:

Diane Gillit  
gjoy121788@aol.com
Ref:  Hidden Gems/SSG Cheat Sheet

Questions
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Candace Baker
St. Louis Chapter

The Other 20 Percent -
Using the Balance Sheet

August 31, 2022
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The Stock Selection Guide (SSG) 
tells us 80% of what we need to 

know about a company
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SSG Looks at Company Fundamentals

• Sales  (Revenues) : Top Line
• Pre-Tax Profit
• Earnings Per Share :  Bottom Line

- These fundamentals appear on a company’s 
Income Statement
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Company Financial Statements

• Income Statement

• Balance Sheet

• Cash Flow
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What can we learn from the 
other financial statements?

They are part of the Other 20%!
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• Accounts Receivable Growth Rate
• Inventory Growth Rate
• Current Ratio
• Quick Ratio

Sources of data
• Yahoo Finance, Value Line, Reuters, 

Morningstar, Company Annual report

44

Balance Sheet
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First!

Calculate Sales growth Year Over Year (YOY) 
to determine if Accounts Receivable and/ or 

Inventory growth are reasonable

We will be using the Sales Growth Rate YOY as 
a base line to measure their growth
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Basic Year over Year (YOY) Growth Rate 
Calculation

(Current Year data – Year ago data) / Year ago data X 100 =
Growth Rate
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Financials
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48

Income 
Statement
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Income Statement

Sales (Revenues) growth YOY Calculation:
(Current Sales - Year ago Sales) / Year ago Sales X 100

($7,656,100 – $6,090,300) / $6,090,300  X 100 = 25.7%
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Accounts Receivable (A/R) Growth Rate (YOY)

(Current A/R – Year ago A/R) / Year ago A/R X 100

A/R should be growing less than or equal to the 
growth rate of Sales YOY
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($885,700 – $734,900) / $734,900  X 100 = 20.5%

51

Balance Sheet

Total Assets

Current Assets

Receivables
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($885.7 – $734.9) / $734.9  X 100 =  20.5%

(Current A/R – Year ago A/R) / Year ago A/R X 100

Receivables
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Inventory Growth Rate (YOY)

(Current Inventory – Year ago Inventory) / 
Year ago Inventory X 100

Inventory should be growing less than or equal 
to the growth rate of Sales YOY
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($1,193,800 – $867,200) / $867,200  X 100 = 37.7%
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Balance Sheet

Total Assets

Current Assets

Inventory
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($1193.8 – $867.2) / $867.2 X 100 =  37.7%

(Current Inventory – Year ago Inventory) / 
Year ago Inventory X 100

Inventory
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Summary

• Sales Growth :                         25.7%
• Accounts Receivable Growth :  20.5%
• Inventory Growth :                     37.7%

 If either Accounts Receivable or Inventory are 
growing faster than Sales, you will need to do 
some research to understand why
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•Accounts Receivable Growth Rate
• Inventory Growth Rate
•Current Ratio
•Quick Ratio

Source of data
• Yahoo Finance, Value Line, Reuters, 

Morningstar, Company Annual report
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Balance Sheet
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What is Current Ratio?

• Liquidity ratio that measures a company's ability 
to pay short-term obligations or those due within 
one year. 

• Shows how a company can use its Current 
Assets to satisfy Current Liabilities (current debt 
and other payables).
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Current Ratio

Current Assets / Current Liabilities = Current Ratio

• A rule of thumb is that the Current Ratio should be 2:1 or 
higher

Compare to industry peers

• Information can be found on the Balance Sheet or in 
Value Line 
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Current Assets / Current Liabilities = Current Ratio

$2,744.5 / $1,971.1 = 1.4 : 1

Current Assets

Current Liab.
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Quick Ratio (Acid Test)

• Ratio indicating if the company can pay its 
Current Liabilities without needing to sell 
Inventory or get financing. 

• It’s considered a more conservative 
measure than the Current Ratio
• Current Ratio includes all Current Assets as 

coverage for Current Liabilities.
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Quick Ratio (Acid Test)

(Current Assets – Inventory) / Current Liabilities = 
Quick Ratio

• A rule of thumb is that the Quick Ratio
should be at least 1:1
Compare to industry peers
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($2,744.5 – $1,193.8) / $1,971.1 = 0.79 : 1

(Current Assets – Inventory) / Current Liabilities 
= Quick Ratio

Current Assets

Current Liab.

Inventory
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($2,956.7 – $1,334.7) / $1,354.8 = 1.2 : 1

(Current Assets – Inventory) / Current Liabilities = 
Quick Ratio

Most Recent Quick Ratio (Acid Test)

Current Assets

Current Liab.

Inventory
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• The SSG tells us 80% of what we need to 
know – It deals with Income Statement metrics

• Balance Sheet can give us additional 
information about a company

• Check growth of Accounts Receivable and 
Inventory compared to Sales Growth

• Examine Current and Quick Ratios

Summary
In this session we touched on:
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The Balance Sheet gives us some 
of the other 20% that we need to 

know about a company

Remember
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Questions

Contact:

Candace Baker
treasurer@stlouis.betterinvesting.net
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If you have benefited from 
BETTERINVESTING

Please share some BetterInvesting 
materials and introduce others to 

this dynamic investment education 
opportunity!

TM

Make A Difference In
Someone’s Life
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