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Disclaimer
• The information in this presentation is for educational purposes only and is not 

intended to be a recommendation to purchase or sell any of the stocks, mutual funds, 
or other securities that may be referenced.  The securities of companies referenced 
or featured in the seminar materials are for illustrative purposes only and are not to 
be considered endorsed or recommended for purchase or sale by BetterInvesting™ 
National Association of Investors Corporation (“BI”) or the BetterInvesting Volunteer 
Advisory Board, its volunteer advisory board (“BIVAB”).  The views expressed are 
those of the instructors, commentators, guests and participants, as the case may be, 
and do not necessarily represent those of BetterInvesting™ or BIVAB.  Investors 
should conduct their own review and analysis of any company of interest before 
making an investment decision.

• Securities discussed may be held by the instructors in their own personal portfolios or 
in those of their clients.  BI presenters and volunteers are held to a strict code of 
conduct that precludes benefiting financially from educational presentations or public 
activities via any BetterInvesting programs, events and/or educational sessions in 
which they participate.  Any violation is strictly prohibited and should be reported to 
the President of BetterInvesting or the Manager of Volunteer Relations.
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“Cheshire-Puss,” she began, rather 
timidly, “would you tell me, please, 
which way I ought to go from here?”

“That depends a good deal on where 
you want to go,” said the cat.

“I don’t much care where…” said Alice.

“Then it doesn’t matter which way you 
go,” said the cat.
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Before You Begin 

• If your search is to be successful, 
you first must know what you are 
looking for  

• You want companies that fit with 
your investing strategy, portfolio 
diversity, and balance
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Stock Screeners

• A most basic research tool
• Does in nanoseconds what would 

have taken hours of research by 
hand

• Lets you sift through vast numbers 
of stocks to find only those that 
meet certain criteria

5

BETTERINVESTING NATIONAL CONVENTION

Stock Screeners

• Can’t pick winning stocks by 
themselves

• Can keep you focused on your 
particular goals

• Are valuable for the companies 
eliminated as well as the 
companies they select
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What Makes a Good Screen

• Easy to use
• Has a robust database of 

information on each company
• Contains absolute and relative 

information
• Has preset screens
• Allows for a range of values

7

BETTERINVESTING NATIONAL CONVENTION

Screening

• Chose your qualifiers such as
– Industry type
– Market cap
– Revenue and earnings
– Dividends

• More sophisticated the screen, the 
larger the number of qualifiers
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Indentify Your Goals

• Understand the qualities that make 
a stock worthy of consideration
– What are you looking for?

Undervalued stocks? Growth stocks?
Income stocks?  Particular industry?

– What is unacceptable?
Stocks that have too much debt?
Companies that are too small?
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Select Your Criteria

• Qualities of Outstanding Stocks
– Acceptable growth of earnings and 

revenues
– Stability of company’s profit
– Stability of company’s return on 

equity
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Popular Free Screens

• MSN Money.com
• Morningstar.com
• Yahoo!Finance
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Yahoo!Finance

http://finance.yahoo.com
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www.finance.yahoo.com
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Navigating the Site
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http://finance.yahoo.com
Choose INVESTING from top tabs , then STOCKS from the dropdown menu
Here you’ll find good investment information, inclu ding the Stock Screener
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http://screener.finance.yahoo.com/newscreener.html

Basic Screener

Stock Screener

Preset Screens
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Basic Screener
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Basic Screener
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Yahoo! Finance Stock 
Screener

• Offers preset screens.
• You can create a screen from 

scratch.
• You can alter a preset screen and 

save under a different name.
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http://screener.finance.yahoo.com/newscreener.html
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Results of Mid Cap Value Screen
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Add Criteria
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Add Criteria
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Morningstar

www.morningstar.com
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Morningstar
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Criteria Choices For Screener
• Snapshot

– Name, ticker, last close, dividend 
yield (%), market cap

• Stock Grades
– Stock sector, growth grade, profit 

grade, financial health
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Criteria continued

• Company Performance
– Three-year revenue growth, 5-year 

EPS growth, return on equity, 
debt/equity ratio

• Stock Performance
– YTD return, 1-month return, 3-month 

return, 1-year return, 3-year return,   
5-year return
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Criteria continued

• Valuation
– One-year return, price/earnings 

ratio (P/E), P/E-to-earnings growth 
ratio (PEG), dividend yield
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You can score the results, weight the criteria, 
examine details of the score
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MSN Money

www.moneycentral.com
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www.moneycentral.com
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MSN Money

• Need the free deluxe screener
• Greater emphasis on technical 

criteria and technical screens
• Three categories of choices

– Stock Screener
– Stock Power Searches
– Top Rated Stocks
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Deluxe Screener
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Deluxe Screener

• Starts from scratch
• Not as intuitive as some
• Easier to start with one of the 

power searches and then modify
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Stock Power Searches
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Examine the criteria and add fields for the search
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• Screening Criteria
– 500 + choices

• Operators
– High As Possible
– Low As Possible
– Near
– Display Only
– >=, =, <=

• Save as My Saved Searches
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Screening Summary

• Does not identify stocks to buy but 
rather stocks to study

• Each site has strengths and 
weaknesses

• Knowing what you are looking for 
is key
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Screening Summary

• Choose the site you feel most 
comfortable with and get to know it 
well.

• All sites have financial information 
beyond screening to aid in the 
judgment process
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Stock Screening

Happy hunting and may you have

BETTER
INVESTING

47

BETTERINVESTING NATIONAL CONVENTION

Make A Difference In 
Someone’s Life

If you have benefited from
BETTERINVESTING,

Please pick up some
BETTERINVESTING

materials
and introduce others to this opportunity.
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