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Fall 2019 Newsletter  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Welcome to the Space/Gulf Coast Chapter’s fall newsletter!  This is my first President’s 

message for our newsletter and as I began to prepare it, I reflected on my time with 

BetterInvesting and the many wonderful volunteers and friends I’ve had the honor to learn 

from and interact with over the years.   

 

BetterInvesting teaches us to learn to be value investors for the long-term.  Investing this way 

allows us a prolonged view of a company’s stock and its value.  Importantly, since we review a 

company over an extended period, we should share our ideas with our friends and younger 

members of our family and circle of influence.  This helps them and it helps grow our 

membership, our clubs and chapter, too.  We should also reach out to our local secondary 

schools, colleges and universities—they house our future members and they are the people that 

will continue the work that so many of us find worthwhile.  Feel free to call or email me and I’ll 

share how wonderful the interaction is with them and how rewarding it is to help them plan 

their futures. 

 

Please let us know if you would like us to arrange a club visit, or if we can help you organize a 

club, or find a club that is local to you.  We are always here to help. 

 

We all volunteer our time to help others learn to invest and it’s wonderful to watch new 

investor’s enthusiasm as they research a company that they’re interested in and for them to see 

the potential for their investments over the long-term—and how that helps their long-term 

financial plan.  I hope you are seeing the theme of learning, planning and yielding positive 

results for our own portfolios, those of our clubs and younger potential members of Better 

Investing.   

 

Please make sure you are planning to join us in Dallas at the next BetterInvesting National 

Convention on May 17-20.  You can register here.  I strongly encourage you to come; I learn a 

tremendous amount every time I attend, and I meet new friends that have the same strong 

interest in investing that I do.  It’s a wealth of knowledge that we all need and from which we 

all benefit. 

 

And remember, with the holidays coming, a gift membership in BI for a family member or 

friend is a great way to pay it forward.  It’s a wonderful neighborhood—join us. 

 

Brent Campbell, President 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! (see our Events page on the BI website here ) 

 

1st
 Thursday of month:   Chapter Board Meeting  7:30 pm ET 

1st
 Monday of month:  Space Coast Model Investment Club  at 7:30 pm ET 

1st
 Tuesday of month:  Tuesday Training Workshop at 7:30 pm ET 

 

CLUB NEWS: 

 

The Visit-A-Club Program (by Phil Crocker, VP-Membership): 

The Space Coast Chapter of BetterInvesting is contacting all clubs in Florida to request your 

club's participation in the Visit-A-Club program.  Our Chapter frequently receives  

requests from BI members who have relocated to Florida and are looking to find a local 

investment club.  In addition, people who live within 10 miles of where your club meets 

probably have no idea that an investment club exists in their community. We cannot give them 

any information unless your club agrees to participate in the Visit-A-Club Program.    

 

We hope that you will consider sharing what you have learned from BI by welcoming visitors to 

your meetings.   They might be someone who wants to learn about investment clubs or it 

may be members from a neighboring club who would like to learn how your club operates.  The 

V-A-C program is simply a networking opportunity for your Chapter's investing community.  

Your club does not need to be looking for new members to participate in the program. 

 

There are two sets of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) available on our chapter's website:  

“FAQ’s for Clubs” and “FAQ’s for Individuals”.  These should provide some useful information 

for you. 

 

To participate, please complete the Visit-A-Club application and have an officer from your club 

sign it on behalf of your entire club. Once completed, scan and email it to 

contact@spacecoast.betterinvesting.net 
 

Limited club contact information (club name, contact name, email/tel#, location, and 

composition) for participating clubs will be posted on the BetterInvesting Space Coast 

Chapter's Visit-A-Club web page.   We look forward to your participation in this program to 

help others become successful, educated, long term investors.  

 

Individual BI Members looking to visit local clubs, please check the Space Coast Chapter's 

participating clubs list.  We will be updating this list frequently. 

 

Space Coast Chapter Model Investment Club (by Bruce Layman, director): 

What are certified Model Clubs?  Interested in joining a club? 

Straight from BetterInvesting’s volunteer section of the website: 

 “Model Clubs are organizational entities chartered by their sponsoring Chapter to 

demonstrate both BetterInvesting principles of fundamental investing using the Stock 

Selection Guide (SSG) and proper club operations management. Model Clubs serve as 
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learning labs for other investment club members, prospective members and guests to help 

them learn more about BetterInvesting principles and apply them to their own investment 

clubs and/or personal investments.” All meetings must be held in public locations and widely 

advertised in BI and general public media to encourage visitors from the general public. Only 

club meetings held to discuss partnership restricted topics may be closed to the public. For 

online clubs, internet links to comparable materials and online BI resources should be 

embedded in meeting materials along with meeting registration links and links to BI website 

and webinars. Have available the club’s approved Partnership Agreement, Operating 

Procedures and other policy documents as needed. The documents should be provided to 

guests wishing to join to explain to them what is required of club members.” 

The above statement is a partial explanation of what a Model Club is and some of the 

requirements that must be met to remain certified.  Our Space Coast Model Investment Club 

(SCMIC) celebrated our 5th year anniversary this year so have been around for a while and 

while model clubs used to be optional for Chapters recently chartered, at least one model club 

has become a requirement (can be an online or an in-person club).  Model clubs have a strong 

educational mandate so can be good for those just learning the BetterInvesting methodology, 

either by joining or just attending the meetings. 

Which type of club do you prefer?   Our club conducts its meetings online because club 

partners are scattered throughout the state making in-person meetings impractical.   As stated 

in the requirements above they are open to the public and anyone with internet access can 

register to get meeting notices and attend.  The club is open to new members so if there isn’t a 

club in your area and you want to take part in the club experience, this online club is an option. 

Advantages of the online (webinar) format are that you meet from the comfort of your home, 

there is no travel time, and meetings can occur in any weather.  Most of our partners invest in a 

headset with a microphone to make it easy to hear and be heard.  An online club allows those 

who would otherwise may be isolated by where they live, lack of a club in their area, or limited 

mobility, to participate in an investment club.  

 Of course, many people enjoy the social interaction of face-to-face meetings so form “brick and 

mortar” clubs. They often meet in partner’s homes, restaurants, churches, or office buildings 

with meeting rooms.   By meeting in person it is easier to have more social interaction as 

partners gather and share refreshments, meals, etc. in addition to conducting their business 

meeting.  If you are interested in joining or visiting a club of this type, there is a list of clubs 

open to visitors.  There may be one in your area.  Another option is to form your own club if 

you have a group of friends that want to learn how to invest.  BetterInvesting and our Chapter 

have resources to help support those wanting to start a club. 

No matter if you currently are in a club or not, we invite you to register and “sit in” on our 

meetings and learn along with us as we invest using BI’s principles.  There is a link to the club’s 

registration page in this newsletter. 
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https://www.betterinvesting.org/getmedia/016b59c4-45db-4ff2-8fe6-1a54bcd7615e/Space-Coast-Chapter-Investment-Clubs-in-the-Visit-A-Club-Program_2.pdf
https://www.betterinvesting.org/getmedia/016b59c4-45db-4ff2-8fe6-1a54bcd7615e/Space-Coast-Chapter-Investment-Clubs-in-the-Visit-A-Club-Program_2.pdf


RECENT CLUB VISITS: 

Wining about Money Investment Club:  The "Wining about Money Investment Club" was 

formed by a group of women runners from the Orlando area in May 2019.  During long runs, 

many of these women would discuss tips and techniques for managing money.  One of them 

started a group Facebook page about a year ago allowing participants to ask and answer 

questions related to saving money, reducing debt, retiring, investing, etc.  Eventually these 

discussions drifted to local wine bar chats (see picture) and Robin (holding the wine bottle) 

asked if they would be interested in forming an investment club.  Robin had been a member of 

another investment club from 1996 until 2010. This new club has a fantastic, diverse group of 

professional women interested in learning about the stock market using BetterInvesting 

methods to invest their hard-earned money in a relaxed atmosphere.  The women in the group 

come from Peru, Panama, Ireland, Trinidad, India and the USA and range in ages from 30-66. 

 

Bruce Layman, a director of the Chapter, visited the club in August and found their enthusiasm 

for learning about investing using the Better Investing tools and methods very uplifting. “This 

is a remarkable group of women.  They have a great future ahead as they launch their club. 

Beardstown Ladies watch out!  I was amazed by how well-thought-out their plan is to educate 

partners about using the BI online tools…and they do this while having fun and enjoying each 

other’s company.”  

 

 

Congratulations to the recently formed “Wining about Money Investment Club” 
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Our chapter covers all Central Florida, from Daytona to Melbourne area to Tampa/St. Pete, and 

North to Tallahassee/Big Bend, and South to Venice.  For clubs that we can’t physically visit due to 

distance, we can still help you out with an online GoToMeeting.  To arrange a club visit, either 

in-person or via GoToMeeting, just send us an email at BISCC.BOD@gmail.com  -- we’ll get right back 

to you and set it up! 

 

TRAINING & EDUCATION: 

If you’d like to attend the Chapter’s online events, you’ll need to register to get your own login 

link.  You can do that by clicking on the activity of interest below: 

 

Register here to attend future Model Investment Club (SCMIC) meetings - 1st MONDAY             

each month at 7:30 pm 

Register here to attend future Training Workshops - 1st TUESDAY each month at 7:30 pm 

We also have a dedicated training site that you can use to expand your investing knowledge at 

Space-Gulf Coast Training Website. 
 

STOCK STUDY TIP: 

Finding Stock Ideas Using BetterInvesting Online Tools 
By Dan Harter, VP of Training and Education 

 

If you or your club has been struggling to find new stock ideas, the BetterInvesting Online 

Tools have an answer for you. You do need a BetterInvesting membership with either the 

CoreSSG or SSGPlus membership.  If you have a club membership already, you can add either 

the CoreSSG or SSG Plus membership here. 
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You have the option to either select your own search criteria or use one of the pre-defined 

screens. If you click on the question mark by the pre-defined screen name it will show you the 

criteria that is used for the screen. For example, below is the criteria for the Quality pre-defined 

screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you click on the name of the pre-defined screen, or select your search criteria and select 

search, the Results will appear at the bottom of the window. 

 

 

 

With the SSGPlus membership, you also have access to the Ticker Heat Map. The Ticker Heat 

Map displays the top 100 company SSGs created by BetterInvesting members over the past 90 

days. 

 

INVESTING CORNER:  

BetterInvesting has a collection of recordings on YouTube that have instructions for 

analyzing companies using our dynamic online stock study tools?  To go right to it click here. 
Feel free to share this information with your friends and neighbors. 

 

Have a great fall and Thanksgiving! 
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