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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
 
Welcome to the North Florida Chapter newsletter!  We’ve taken a new name for the Chapter to 
be more inclusive of the several areas of the state that we support, and we are very grateful for 
the contributions of our three “parent” chapters, Tampa Bay, Big Bend and Space Coast.  We’ll 
release more details later, but we are excited to bring the experience of so many active members 
of BetterInvesting together to help each other.  In this issue of the Newsletter we will cover some 
of our National and Regional news with the change in leadership of BetterInvesting as well as 
the BetterInvesting National Convention that is coming this May 14-17 in Dallas.  
  
Please touch base with us and let us help you build a solid investing education and future with 
the online Model Club held on the first Monday of the month and First Tuesday Workshop as 
well.  You’re also welcome to join us for our Board of Directors meeting which we hold online on 
the first Thursday of the month.  The many individuals who contribute to the Chapter and clubs 
throughout our region are the heart of BetterInvesting.  Additional volunteers are always 
welcome, and if you have members of your club who aren’t BI members who attend your group’s 
meetings, we ask that you encourage them to join us. Feel free to reach out to any of us and we’ll 
do our best to guide you. 
 
Brent Campbell, President 

 

NATIONAL/REGIONAL NEWS: 

Building on a Solid Foundation 

Just a few days ago our BetterInvesting CEO, Kamie Zaracki, announced that Ken Zendel will be 
joining BetterInvesting as the new CEO effective March 2, 2020.  In this role he will be 
responsible for the leadership and overall management of the BetterInvesting and ICLUBcentral 
organizations and communities.  He brings a wealth of marketing and management experience 
to this job, as well as a keen interest and love for stock investing as he has been an investor since 
he was a teen. 

Ken’s expertise is in providing digital marketing and technology solutions for organizations like 
ours that grow their membership and provide world class membership support solutions 
through innovative application of internet-based platforms.  He will be building on the very solid 
foundation that BetterInvesting has been creating over the last several years under Kamie’s 
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leadership.  If you haven’t noticed yet, BetterInvesting has a new member website that will 
provide the solid foundation Ken will need to make  even more dramatic improvements in how 
we achieve our mission to create successful lifelong investors.  All our chapter members have, in 
addition to all the education resources in the BetterInvesting website, two other parts of the 
website to explore.  The first is our own North Florida chapter’s webpage where you will find 
information on all the member support resources our dedicated volunteers provide to individual 
and club members.  The other is the new Online Chapter  which provides comparable support to 
the 3,300+ BetterInvesting members scattered throughout the United States and overseas that 
do not have a local chapter like ours to provide them personalized support.  A special feature of 
this online chapter is the curated list of the best online activities being held in other chapters 
that all BetterInvesting members can attend (shameless tip:  your chapter has two monthly 
events that attract attendance from almost all of the other chapters). 

We are all thrilled that Kamie has reached the stage in her life where she can pursue other 
activities and causes of interest to her.  We wish her well in her future endeavors. 

Join us in welcoming Ken Zendel as he takes over leadership of our community.  Let’s all help 
him build on what we, under Kamie’s leadership, have created … a world class financial literacy 
organization. 

Bob Houle, BIVAB Director 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! (see our Events page on the BI website here ) 

1st Thursday of month:   Chapter Board Meeting  7:30 pm ET 
1st Monday of month:  Space Coast Model Investment Club  at 7:30 pm ET 
1st Tuesday of month:  Tuesday Training Workshop at 7:30 pm ET 

 

CLUB NEWS: 

Invite-a-Guest-to-Your-Club 

February is an excellent time to introduce people to investing on a local level.  February is 
typically Invite-a-Guest-to-Your-Club month.  Your February club meeting is a perfect 
opportunity to invite a family member, friend, neighbor or co-worker to your meeting to learn 
more about investing. 

My club formed in the Spring 2019 and we have 15 members who meet face-to-face once per 
month.  We set a goal of inviting at least one new person to our meeting each month.  Our club 
consists of a diverse group of women, ages 32 to 67.  We invited four to our January meeting and 
one showed up. We ran a very professional and productive meeting to include a lively discussion 
as one of our members presented a stock using BetterInvesting tools.   

Our new potential member is very interested in joining our club and we are reaching out to more 
potential members.   

Find that special someone who can add diversity, experiences, and new ideas to your club this 
month.  Introduce them to: https://www.betterinvesting.org/. 

https://www.betterinvesting.org/
https://www.betterinvesting.org/chapters/space-coast
https://www.betterinvesting.org/chapters/online
https://new.betterinvesting.org/chapters/space-coast/local-events
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/551194354423227649
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/551194354423227649
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6720098899889815810
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4644863059488165379
https://www.betterinvesting.org/
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by Robin Ware, Volunteer 
 
The Visit-A-Club Program 
Our chapter covers all of Central Florida, from Daytona to Melbourne area to Tampa/St. Pete, 
and North to Tallahassee/Big Bend, and South to Venice.  For clubs that we can’t physically visit 
due to distance, we can still help you out with an online GoToMeeting.  To arrange a club visit, 
either in-person or via GoToMeeting, just send us an email at BISCC.BOD@gmail.com  -- we’ll 
get right back to you and set it up! 

Phil Crocker, chapter director/volunteer 
 

RECENT CLUB VISITS: 

Rocky Mountain Clubs 

While visiting with family over the holidays in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Laura Scott, one of 
our Chapter Directors/Volunteers, reached out to two clubs that were located near to where she 
was staying.  These clubs were part of the Rocky Mountain Chapter and both clubs welcomed 
visitors.  She was able to visit both clubs during her visit, and it was interesting to visit them.  
They were excited to hear about some of the BetterInvesting features on the website and other 
research tools they were unaware of. A common theme between the two clubs was the ability to 
recruit new members.  One is in the Visit a Club program, so hopefully they can recruit some 
new members soon.   

If you find yourself on vacation, lookup the local BI Chapter, maybe you too can visit another 
club, and share what you know or learn something new.  After all, we are all on the same path to 
becoming BetterInvestors. 

Laura Scott, chapter director/volunteer 
 
 

STOCK STUDY TIP: 

Using Morningstar and Value Line for the other 20% 

When reviewing which company to invest in, completing a Stock Selection Guide is 
approximately 80% of the process. The other 20% includes such things as reviewing the 
company’s annual report or quarterly SEC filings, checking current news, reading independent 
analysis by services such as Morningstar or Value Line, etc. 

In a recent Tuesday Training Workshop, Chapter Directors Robin Ware and Dan Harter 
provided an overview of how to use Morningstar and Value Line in your analysis. While you may 
access these services from your local library, Dan and Robin show you how you can access it from 
your own home. Click on the link below to watch their recorded session. 

View the Recording 

Robin Ware, volunteer 

 

mailto:BISCC.BOD@gmail.com
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/5979485484554729985
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Easy Money Investment Club of Clearwater, FL (From left to right are John Day, Keith 
Roberts, Jean Vanderhoff, Jan Kays, Karen Harshbarger, and Andy Harsbarger. Not 
pictured Pam Blanchard) 

 
35 Years and Counting 

The Easy Money Investment Club of Clearwater, FL was presented with their 35th club 
anniversary certificate at a recent club visit by Dan Harter, Space/Gulf Coast Chapter Director. 
The club includes seven total members, including three founding members: Pam Blanchard, 
John Day, and Andy Harshbarger. 

Easy Money holds their monthly meetings at the Clearwater Country Club. Their meetings begin 
with a review of the minutes from the previous months’ meeting, a financial report, and a review 
of their current holdings. Following the formal meeting, the club meets in the Country Club 
restaurant for lunch. 

Easy Money Investment Club is a member of the BetterInvesting Visit-A-Club program. If you 
are looking to join a club in the Clearwater area, consider checking the Visit-A-Club web site. 

 
  

https://www.betterinvesting.org/chapters/space-coast/visit-a-club
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INVESTING CORNER:   
 

SECURE Act Changes 

Did you know the SECURE Act was passed on December 20, 2019?  Are you aware of some of 
the changes in IRA RMD’s rules?  Do you know what the “Death of the Stretch IRA” means?  
Here are a few highlights of the new law. You might wish to review your estate plan and make 
any needed changes to alleviate higher taxes down the road.  The SECURE Act is meant to 
encourage more people to plan for retirement by making more options available to them.  
 

● Take your required distributions later. The age at which you must take required 
minimum distributions (RMD’s) from your retirement plan has been increased from age 
70½ to age 72.  

● Working later means you can contribute more. If you are working past age 70½, 
you can still contribute to a traditional IRA (not a Roth IRA) beyond age 70½. This is 
good news if you are still working and want to keep contributing to your IRA 

● Stretch provisions for inherited IRA’s have been eliminated. A non-spouse 
inheriting an IRA is now required to distribute the entire balance within ten years of the 
original owner’s death. So, beneficiaries must pay taxes on the inherited wealth within 10 
years and can no longer “stretch” distributions over the remainder of their own lifetimes. 

● Use your retirement assets for a new child. Each parent can withdraw up to $5,000 
for qualified expenses from a retirement plan without incurring a penalty upon the birth 
or adoption of a child. If both parents withdraw, the combined amount is $10,000.  

● 529 Plans now cover more. This popular educational savings tool has been expanded 
to include some costs associated with homeschooling, private elementary school and 
secondary school. You can also use up to $10,000 of a 529 Plan to pay down student loan 
debt.  

● Part-time employees have more rights. If you work part-time for three years, you 
may be eligible to participate in your employer’s 401(k) plan.  

 
Speak to your financial advisor and your attorney for their advice on how the SECURE Act affects your estate 
plan. It is important to review the beneficiary designations of your retirement plans with them to ensure your 
estate planning goals and objectives are still being met.  

Laura Scott, Chapter Director/volunteer 
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No More Quarterly Estimated Tax Payments 

This tip is from Kiplinger’s Retirement Report, Oct. 2019.  You can pay your entire year’s 
estimated federal income tax by having it paid to the IRS from your annual IRA distribution in 
December.  Simply inform your IRA broker to withhold and pay the correct amount to the IRS 
from that distribution.  This may not work for estimated state taxes (check with your broker).  
Amounts paid to the IRS from an IRA are considered paid evenly through the year, regardless of 
when you actually take the distribution.  Enjoy the extra interest! 

Ben Shuler, volunteer 
 
The Money Show is Feb 6-8 in Orlando- and here's the link to the full schedule. (BI will have 
a number of speakers and our chapter will assist in the BI booth): 
http://conferences.moneyshow.com/moneyshow-orlando//schedule/full-schedule/  
 
BetterInvesting has a collection of recordings on YouTube that have all kinds of instructions 
for analyzing companies using our dynamic online stock study tools  To go right to it click here.  
Feel free to share this information with your friends and neighbors. 
 

TRAINING & EDUCATION: 

If you’d like to attend the Chapter’s online events you’ll need to register to get your own login 
link.  You can do that by clicking on the activity of interest below: 
 
Register here to attend future Model Investment Club (SCMIC) meetings - 1st MONDAY 
each month at 7:30 pm 

Register here to attend future Training Workshops - 1st TUESDAY each month at 7:30 pm 

We also have a dedicated training site that you can use to expand your investing knowledge at 
Space-Gulf Coast Training Website. 

 

 
End 

 

http://conferences.moneyshow.com/moneyshow-orlando/schedule/full-schedule/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BetterInvesting
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6720098899889815810
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4644863059488165379
https://sites.google.com/view/bisccpublicwebsite/welcome

