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Disclaimer
• The information in this presentation is for educational purposes only and is not intended to be a 

recommendation to purchase or sell any of the stocks, mutual funds, or other securities that may be 
referenced. The securities of companies referenced or featured in the seminar materials are for illustrative 
purposes only and are not to be considered endorsed or recommended for purchase or sale by 
BetterInvesting™ / National Association of Investors™. The views expressed are those of the instructors, 
commentators, guests and participants, as the case may be, and do not necessarily represent those of 
BetterInvesting. Investors should conduct their own review and analysis of any company of interest before 
making an investment decision.

• Securities discussed may be held by the instructors in their own personal portfolios or in those of their 
clients. BetterInvesting presenters and volunteers are held to a strict code of conduct that precludes 
benefitting financially from educational presentations or public activities via any BetterInvesting programs, 
events and/or educational sessions in which they participate. Any violation is strictly prohibited and should 
be reported to the CEO of BetterInvesting or the Director of Chapter Relations.

• This presentation may contain images of websites and products or services not endorsed by 
BetterInvesting. The presenter is not endorsing or promoting the use of these websites, products or 
services.

• National Association of Investors™, BetterInvesting™ and the BetterInvesting™ Icon are 
trademarks/registered trademarks. All rights reserved. © 2023 BetterInvesting™.  
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Today’s Session:

1. Use the SSGPlus to research a stock
(Same research links are in CoreSSG)

2. Perform a quick Stock Selection 
Guide

3. Explore various links and sites in 
support of completing the SSG, 
noting which research links are 
applicable at each step
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Key Research Areas

• Finding a company – Screening, Ticker Heat Map, free screening 
tools

• Company Profile – Company website, SEC 10-K,  BI

• Peer Research – integrated data, Yahoo, Morningstar

• Fundamental data – integrated data, Morningstar

• Growth drivers – Company website, SEC 10-K

• Sales & Earnings Estimates – Yahoo

• P/E ranges – integrated data, Big Charts
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Navigation Menu

Tabs

Tabular display
of data

Graphical display
of data Peers

Legend
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Green box indicates
user entry field
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Research Links
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Click on a topic
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See the related links



Add Notes to Stock Studies
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Click Notes in the navigation
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New

Click on the Note to Edit or Update



Add Edit, Save and Delete Old Notes
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Update note

Delete
Save
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Printing with Notes
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Click on Notes

Click on Generate PDF
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Let’s Go Live to the 
SSGPlus
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Historical Sales

• Visual analysis

• Review historical growth rates

• Compare to peers – Change peers in the tools if desired
• Check 10-K for peers/competitors

• Yahoo! Finance – on Summary Page – ‘Similar to …’

• Morningstar – on Quote page – click on ‘Competitors’

• Google  - on Summary Page – ‘Compare to’
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Historical Earnings

• Visual analysis

• Review historical growth rates

• Compare to peers
• Check 10-K for peers/competitors

• Yahoo! Finance

• Morningstar

• Google
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Historical Sales, Earnings, Price

• Visual analysis
• Up, straight and parallel?

• Growth Check
• Sufficient growth?
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% PTP, ROE, % Debt/Capital

• Review historical data

• Compare to peers

• Compare to industry average

• Check financial statements if necessary
• Morningstar, Reuters financials

• Check financial ratios, interest coverage
• Morningstar – Key Ratios

• Yahoo – Key Statistics

• FinViz – Key Statistics
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Forecast Sales
• Review company summaries/profiles

• Yahoo, Morningstar, Google

• Review historical quarterly and annual data
• Review company website
• SEC 10-K (Annual Report)

• Business description, risks
• Management discussion and analysis

• Sales Estimates
• Member Sentiment
• Yahoo analyst estimates
• Zacks analyst estimates
• Seeking Alpha analyst estimates
• Value Line, Morningstar – not free but may be available from your library
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Company Website

• Section for Investors
• Use “site map” or “search” if hard to find

• Annual report (10-K)

• Presentations for investment conferences

• Conference call audio or transcripts

• Request for printed material
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Help with SEC Filings

• 10-K = official Annual Report

• 10-Q = official Quarterly Report

• 8-K = ‘other material reports’

• 8-K with ‘items 2.02 and 9.01’ are Financial Filings (aka quarterly 
press releases)
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‘Items 2.02 and 9.01’
This is a quarterly press release

Help with SEC Filings
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Help with SEC Filings

• Use your BROWSER to help search

• CTRL-F or CMD-F (together) activates ‘Find’ in every desktop 
browser

• Search for these partial words to quickly locate relevant text in the 
filing or transcript:

• competit – to find Competitor and Competition

• guid – to find forward guidance

• grow – to find text about growth of the company

• risk – to find the risk section

• consolidated financial – to find the financial section of the filing
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Forecast Earnings

• Preferred Procedure in SSGPlus tool

• Company guidance
• Transcript

• Press release or SEC filing

• Review quarterly data

• EPS Estimates
• Member Sentiment

• Multiple sites with analysts estimates

• Value Line, Morningstar – not free but may be available from your library
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BetterInvesting Member Sentiment
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Member Sentiment
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1 Tab for Each Judgment

Statistics Histogram Graph

Raw Data Table # of Studies



Have You Heard of ACE?

Analyst
Consensus

Estimate
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Analyst Estimates for Sales

Short term projections

(1 to 2 years)
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https://finance.yahoo.com/
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Analyst Estimates for EPS
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Short and 
long-term

projections

https://finance.yahoo.com/



Value Line
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• Commentary
• Note growth drivers 

and risks

• Projections
• Sales and EPS

• Rates box and 3-5 
year projection in 
annual data

• Profit Margin

• Average P/E

• Price
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Check Value Line
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Not a substitute for 
your own judgment!



Check Value Line
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Not a substitute for 
your own judgment!



Morningstar Report
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• Extensive commentary on future growth drivers

• Presents Bull AND Bear case

• Often provides long-term sales growth projection in 
Valuation section
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Morningstar Long-Term Estimates
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Forecast High/Low P/E

• Review historical data – give more weight to more recent values

• Review peer data

• Member Sentiment

• Big Charts – 5 Year P/E Chart
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Forecast Low Price

• Review historical data

• Review low price options in 
tool

• Member Sentiment

• Stock Charts – 5 years of 
weekly data
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Assess Stock Price

• Review results in the tool

• Review price performance/market data
• StockCharts.com

• Yahoo! Finance price charts

34WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG



Review Potential Return

• Review results in the tool

• Assess payout ratio (if necessary)
• Review dividend and payout history

• Dividend policy in 10-K filing

• Value Line estimate
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Question and Comments 

Easy Research Using 
CoreSSG and SSGPlus

Suzi Artzberger
Director – Online Tools, Information 

Technology and Data

suzia@betterinvesting.org
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More Information
Stock Selection Guide Methodology & Forecasting
• Introduction to the SSG (series of 4 webinars)
• Adding Judgment to your SSG (series of 6 webinars)
• Mentor from your local chapter
• BetterInvesting National Conventions – in-person or virtual (online) 
• BetterInvesting magazine
Portfolios & Portfolio Reports
• Using Portfolio Tools in CoreSSG & SSGPlus
Research Links
• Easy Research Using BI Tools (this class)
Screening
• Screening & Stock Ideas from the BI Website
Quarterly Data
• Using Quarterly Data to Enhance Stock Analysis


