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Disclaimer
• The information in this presentation is for educational purposes only and is not intended to be a 

recommendation to purchase or sell any of the stocks, mutual funds, or other securities that may be 
referenced. The securities of companies referenced or featured in the seminar materials are for illustrative 
purposes only and are not to be considered endorsed or recommended for purchase or sale by 
BetterInvesting / National Association of Investors . The views expressed are those of the instructors, 
commentators, guests and participants, as the case may be, and do not necessarily represent those of 
BetterInvesting. Investors should conduct their own review and analysis of any company of interest before 
making an investment decision.

• Securities discussed may be held by the instructors in their own personal portfolios or in those of their 
clients. BetterInvesting presenters and volunteers are held to a strict code of conduct that precludes 
benefitting financially from educational presentations or public activities via any BetterInvesting programs, 
events and/or educational sessions in which they participate. Any violation is strictly prohibited and should 
be reported to the CEO of BetterInvesting or the VP of Shared Services.

• This presentation may contain images of websites and products or services not endorsed by 
BetterInvesting. The presenter is not endorsing or promoting the use of these websites, products or 
services.

• National Association of Investors , BetterInvesting and the BetterInvesting Icon are 
trademarks/registered trademarks. All rights reserved. © 2026 BetterInvesting .  

• We may be recording this session for our future use. 
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Presentation Agenda

• Introductions

• San Jose Library System
• Value Line

• Santa Clara County Library System
• Value Line

• Morningstar Investment Research Center

• Standard & Poor’s Net Advantage

• Other Resources at the Libraries
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INTRODUCTIONS
LIBRARIES
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Introductions
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BetterInvesting is a 501(c)3 educational non-profit.

 Established in 1951
 Based in Michigan
 Has local chapters around the United States
 Local chapters run by volunteers
 Russell & Marion Silicon Valley Chapter volunteers  

 Provides tools and resources for investment clubs and 
individual investors

Value Line, Morningstar and Standard & Poor’s

 Are independent databases for investors
Offer varying amounts of information about stocks, 

funds, industries
 Have built-in user guides

Value Line Access - San Jose Library 6
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Value Line Access – San Jose Library

1. Type in 
Value Line

2. Click 
Search

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 8WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Santa Clara County Library System
Value Line & Other Resources 9
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Santa Clara County Library System
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VALUE LINE
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Value Line at Both Libraries
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Opens at 
Browse Research 

or Dashboard 
(library dependent)

Field to enter a 
company name or 

ticker to get a report

Or enter the
name/ticker here
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Value Line

Online company 
report updated 
daily.

Use link highlighted 
by the red oval to 
access last 4 PDF 
reports. Updated 
every 3 months

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 14

Open the latest PDF report – a report in one page

Chart with 10+ years of price history
VL’s 
ranking 
system

Historical 
Returns

VL analyst’s estimated 
potential gain/loss in the future

Top of Report

Latest VL PDF - middle
WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 15

10+ year historical record of sales, earnings, margins, 
debt 

Analyst’s estimates for next year
Analyst’s estimates out 3-5 years

Latest VL PDF – left side

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 16

Capital structure:
Debt
Pension 

assets/obligations
Stock shares
Market cap

Current assets  & liabilities

Analyst’s comparison of previous 
growth versus potential future growth

4-year quarterly history of sales,     
earnings & dividends with
next year’s estimates  
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Latest VL PDF - bottom
WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 17

The analyst’s opinion - latest quarter, expectations

Date of 
this PDF 

report

More VL 
ranking 

indicators
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Value Line

Things 
Russell 
particularly 
likes about 
the PDF 
report. 

1

2

3

These items 
appear in these 

locations for 
companies followed 

in the Value Line 
Investment Survey

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Value Line

1 Projections in 
dollar amounts.

2

3

Projections as 
annual growth rates.

A check on the 
projections and other 
information.

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 20

Value Line at both libraries

Browse Research feature searches in all the Value Line 
products for company PDF reports, including: 

 Value Line Investment Survey

 Value Line Investment Survey Plus

 Value Line Small & Mid-Cap Survey

The PDF reports for companies not included in the Investment 
Survey look a little different.

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Value Line

Example of 
an 

abbreviated 
report

Estimates of 
future 

performance 
limited.

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 22

Value Line – Special Situations Reports

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Value Line

Runs about 16 pages

- Aggressive
Portfolio

- Conservative
Portfolio

- New 
recommendations

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG

Value Line User Guides
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1 2
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MORNINGSTAR
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Morningstar’s Rating Systems
Funds & ETFs

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 26

Stocks

Past risk-adjusted performance compared to its 
peers.  Quantitative. Identifies funds/ETFs that are 
worthy of further research. (5 stars best)

Medal - Ability to outperform its peers or a 
relevant index on a risk-adjusted basis.  
Qualitative and quantitative.  Forward looking.
(Gold, Silver, Bronze, Neutral, Negative) 

Compares stock’s price to Morningstar’s 
estimate of its worth, adjusted for uncertainty.  
Quantitative.  Seeks to identify undervalued 
stocks. (5 stars best)

Moat - Indicates a firm’s potential to sustain excess 
profits over a long period of time. Qualitative and 
quantitative.  Seeks to identify competitively 
advantaged companies. (Wide, Narrow, None)

STARS

MOAT MEDAL

Santa Clara County Library – Morningstar
27WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG

Your broker may give access to Morningstar 
and/or Standard & Poor’s CFRA reports. 

Click to expand 
navigation menu

Enter ticker 
symbol here

28WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG

Enter ticker
Chose result

Expanded
Menu
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Morningstar Stock Reports

Choose a section of report 
Download 
PDF reportBrief

Comprehensive

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 29 WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 30

Morningstar Stock Analysis Categories

 Business Strategy & Outlook 
 Includes Bulls Say/Bears Say

Economic Moat

Fair Value and Profit Drivers 
Risk and Uncertainty
Capital Allocation

There are 6 parts to the analysis

Morningstar Stock Analysis Section – Our Take 

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG

3 quick positives; 3 quick challenges

Analyst

31 WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 32

Morningstar Stock Analysis Section – Comparables 

3 PG Competitors
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Mutual Funds & ETFs reported in similar manner
Mutual fund example NEAGX – small cap growth fund
ETF example IJR – small cap ETF

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG

Morningstar Fund & ETF Reports 

Ticker symbol here

Limit 
search
here

33 WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 34

MORNINGSTAR OVERVIEW – FUND or ETF – Quick 
Evaluation 

Yellow highlighting = information for funds and ETFs
Orange highlighting = information for funds only

If a Fund or ETF Status is closed, you cannot buy shares.
If a Fund Min. Total Investment is too high for you, you cannot afford to buy shares.

Morningstar Funds & ETFs

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 35

Investigate the report segments
From Analysis to Parent

Morningstar Funds & ETFs – Segment Examples from IJR (small blend EFT)
WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 36
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Morningstar Fund & ETF - Holdings Segment

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 37

Get individual stock ideas for personal portfolio from Holdings tab

List of holdings by % of portfolio

Expand list to new page

Ratings/Moats

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 38

MORNINGSTAR COMPARISON 
CAPABILITY – MENU

For stocks, funds, ETFs

Pick your own comparisons

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 39

HOW MANY COMPANIES DOES MORNINGSTAR COVER?

STOCKS
1,000 – 1,500 globally with both qualitative and quantitative analysis
50,000 globally with quantitative analysis 

MUTUAL FUNDS / ETFs / OTHER MANAGED INVESTMENTS
3,200 globally with both qualitative and quantitative analysis
350,000 globally with quantitative analysis

Other Managed Investments
529 College Savings Plans
Target Date Funds & Retirement Series
Separate Accounts & Model Portfolios
Variable Annuities & Insurance Products

Morningstar Education, Help & Other Resources

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 40
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STANDARD & POOR’S 
NET ADVANTAGE

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 41 42

Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

Landing page top section for Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

To generate a company research report…

Choose Research

Type in ticker 

Click Search button

Click the PDF icon to get a PDF version of a report 

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 44

Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

S&P known for their industry reports
Here is how to access industry reports

Hover over Markets

Then click on 
Industry Surveys

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

Or access Industry Surveys another way…

Click and release on Markets

Then click on Industry Surveys

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

Important Item
S&P , Morningstar, 
and Value Line may 
use different 
definitions of an 
Industry. A company 
may be in different 
industries depending 
on your source. 

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 48

Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

More information available using tabs outlined in RED. 
These tabs are not as easy to use and often result in a search 
criteria page. Shown is the result for the Mutual Fund tab.

One easy to use other tab - Outlook

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Standard and Poor’s Net Advantage

One click on Outlook shows weekly market outlook reports.

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 50

S&P

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG

Other Library Resources
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The library has many resources in the physical library.
 Books on investing
 Periodicals
 Your helpful librarian can guide you on these

Other Resources – Santa Clara County System

52

Scroll down the page 
on the Business & 
Investing page of the 
library.

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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Other Resources
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Wall Street Journal (1984 – Present)

Harvard Business Review (1922- Present)

Bloomberg Business Week Archive (1929-
2000)

Forbes Magazine Archive (1917-2000)

Fortune Magazine Archive (1930-2000)

Lynda.com (An online learning platform)

Smart Investing @ The Library

Other resources include:

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 54

A small preview of Smart Investing @ The Library

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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LIBRARY CARD

You do need a library card to access all of these resources.
The next group of slides show how to get one.
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Get a San Jose Library Card
57
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Choose the type of San Jose Library card for you.

Information on each type of membership is available, if you scroll down this page.

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 58

How to Get Access
Santa Clara County Library

59

Go to the main library page. Click on Services.

Choose your card type.

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG 60

How to Get Access

Ecard available to Santa Clara County residents only.
Application and acceptance can be done online.

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG
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How to Get Access

Full-Membership Library Card
Available to residents of the United States

Requires a visit to one of the branches 
And proof of a U.S. mailing address

WWW.BETTERINVESTING.ORG

Questions or Comments?

62
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FYI – A pdf of the slides will be available within a week at this URL:

https://www.betterinvesting.org/chapters/silicon-valley
Look in the News and Articles section


