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Central PA Chapter of BetterInvesting Director John
deGroot (left) congratulates David J. Russell as
founding partner of Kingscote Investment Club.
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Educational Events
https://www.betterinvesting.org/chapters/central-pennsylvania/local-events

Saturday, March 19, 2022 from 9 AM to noon
Stock Selection Guide Analysis of Stocks
Using Toolkit 6 and the Online Tool SSG Plus
Continental Breakfast included $20 fee See page 3
Thursday, February 10, 2022 from 8:30 PM to 9:45 PM
Free Webinar: Insurance Company Financials 101
John Diercks, Instructor Details page 8.
Saturday, August 6, 2022 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM
Keystone Strategies Education Event and Annual Meeting
Keynote Speaker: Doug Gerlach
Giant Food Store Community Room,
3301 W. Trindle Road, Camp Hill, PA 17011
Free to attend.

Visit the Chapter’s Two
Model Investment Clubs
Learn and Earn Model
Investment Club
Meets second Saturday of each
month at Giant Food Store
Community Room, Camp Hill,
9 AM to 11 AM
Free and open to the public.
Centre Region Model
Investment Club
Meets second Monday of each
month at South Hills School of
Business and Technology, State
College, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.
Free and open to the public.
www.crmic.org
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President’s Column
By Liz Rodda
There have been 25 new members who
joined BetterInvesting (BI) in the Central PA
Chapter (CPAC) in 2021. As well, BI notifies
me that there have been numerous new
requests to be added to the Chapter mailing
list. Definitely we are enjoying a resurgence of
interest in stock market investing.
More good news: the “hybrid” meetings
have been very successful for our model clubs.
“Hybrid” meaning attend in person or log in to
GoToMeeting on-line.
And more good news: The
BetterInvesting Advisory Board (BIVA)
awarded $150 to CPAC to recognize directors’
work with visiting investment clubs.
We were with friends recently. The
husband (69) is retired and the wife (56) is
employed. Both are college educated. My
husband and I talked about our decades of
involvement with investment clubs
and……wait for it……..my friend never heard
of investment clubs, nor did she know that
people joined clubs, followed stocks and could
use a brokerage firm to buy shares on-line! I
was a bit startled. My husband and I have
been involved in investment clubs for decades.
How could others NOT know that investment
clubs exist? Note to self: do not assume
others know about investment clubs. $$$

Liz Rodda is serving a second term as
CPAC president. She is president of Capital
Investment Club and is the Chapter newsletter editor.
She wisely married Steven Wisegarver, the real brains
behind their investment success. They both live on the
banks of the Susquehanna River.
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This newsletter is a publication of the Central PA
Chapter of BetterInvesting (CPAC), a non-profit,
volunteer organization dedicated to investment
education. The BetterInvesting (BI) mission is to
provide a program of sound investment information,
education and support that helps create successful
lifetime
investors.
The
website
is:

www.betterinvesting.org/centpenn
Investments mentioned in this publication are meant for
educational purposes only and are not to be considered
an endorsement.
Officers are:
Liz Rodda, President
president@centpenn.betterinvesting.net
Dave Moore, Vice President
John Varner, Treasurer
treasurer@centpenn.betterinvesting.net
Richard Lindsay, Secretary
Correspondence may be directed to newsletter editor:
Elizabeth O. Rodda
PO Box 651
Dauphin, PA 17018

Visit-A-Club
What is the process for finding a
BetterInvesting club that is accepting visitors?
Visit www.betterinvesting.org/centpenn. At
the CPAC webpage, click on a tab on the left side
that says “Visit-A-Club.” There will be a link titled
“Participating Clubs in this Chapter” on the page
that comes up next. Click on that link to bring up
the clubs in our Chapter that welcome visits. You
can email any club contact listed, ask for general
background information about the club and
schedule a visit. Need more information?
https://www.betterinvesting.org/centpenn
Photo credit above: BetterInvesting.org. $$$

Dave Moore is the CPAC Director working with
Visit-A-Club (VAC). He currently serves as treasurer of
LEMIC. He lives and works in the Gettysburg area.

Stock Selection Guide Analysis of Stocks using
“Toolkit 6” and the online tool “SSG Plus”
Saturday, March 19, 2022 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Giant Food Store Community Room
3301 W. Trindle Road, Camp Hill, PA 17011
Cost: $20 per student, payable in advance.
The price includes Continental Breakfast and assorted beverages.
Many investors are not confident about their ability to do accurate Stock Selection Guide
analysis of quality growth stocks. They tend to rely too much on historical data to forecast
future sales and earnings growth. They also make mistakes in predicting future P/E Ratios.
These errors in judgment often result in inaccurate calculation of Upside/Downside Ratios,
resulting in poor investing decisions. If this sounds like YOU, then please register to attend this
educational event. The Directors of the Central PA Chapter of BetterInvesting will cover all
sections of the Stock Selection Guide (SSG) and answer any questions you may have.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Email address:

.

Make checks payable to “CPAC”
Send to event registrar: Bruce L Kennedy, 506 Indiana Ave, Lemoyne, PA 17043
Phone: 717-737-5033 email: events@centpenn.betterinvesting.net

Central PA Chapter of BetterInvesting (CPAC) is a non-profit, volunteer organization dedicated to investment
education. The BetterInvesting (BI) mission is to provide a program of sound investment information, education
and support that helps create successful lifetime investors. Go to www.betterinvesting.org/centpenn
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Keystone Strategies Portfolio Contest
By Liz Rodda, CPAC President

The contest is now in its 12th consecutive year and is managed by Richard Lindsay, past president of
CPAC who is currently serving as Chapter Secretary.
Eight investment clubs have entered the 2021-2022 portfolio contest: Moneymakers, River Oaks, JDS,
Centre Regional Model Investment Club, Mohawk Circle, Megabucks, Capital and LEMIC.
At press time, River Oaks is leading the 8-pack, finding success with Universal Display (OLED) and
Visa (V). Their portfolio enjoys a 95.6 quality rating by Manifest Investing. Impressive.
With a difference of only $38, the second highest performing club portfolio is LEMIC. Interestingly,
the strength of the LEMIC portfolio is ALSO leading with OLED and Visa. Both clubs, thinking alike!
Forty-eight individual portfolios have entered their varieties of choices, with some investors choosing
to enter multiple portfolios. At $5 per portfolio entry, investors have a chance to choose multiple
investment strategies for maximum performance.
IF our Chapter were to award a FAMILY success category, it would need to be the Lindsays. Marc,
Jennifer and Abigail Lindsay each show stunning returns. Marc Lindsay’s portfolio leads with Silicon
Motion Tech (SIMO) and MKSI Instruments; Jennifer Lindsay also leads with SIMO and Graham Holdings
(GHC), while Abigail Lindsay leads with Essent Technologies (ESNT) and GHC. Alas, no Family Success
category exists with our Chapter contest.
A familiar name to our winners circle is Mervyn Peters. He entered multiple portfolios but his
Mervyn4 is an outstanding choice of only three stock picks: Ford (F), Paychex (PAYX) and Micron
Technologies (MU).
Also leading in the individual investor category is Marcia Gordon who boldly banked on only two
companies: IBM and Walt Disney (DIS).
Worth mentioning is the portfolio of Ken Heil whose top stock choices are Bristol Myers (BMY),
OLED and Visa. Ken is a new member of LEMIC; see his interview on page 9.
Revealing, too, though is the answer to the question of “what’s at the bottom of the list?” The lowest
5 performing companies chosen by entrants are in this order: BNTX, ASAN, INMD, SPCE and BLNK.
The most represented sectors (graph above) are technology at 28.5% and discretionary at 18.4%.
The contest will continue until early August 2022. The award winners will be announced and
honored at the Keystone Strategies Education Event on Saturday, August 6, 2022 at Giant Food Store
Community Room, Trindle Road, Camp Hill. $$$
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CRMIC’s 12-Month Review of Stocks Studied
By Donna Diercks, president of CRMIC
Every month the Centre Region Model Investment Club (CRMIC) presents one new stock to
study to consider adding to the club’s portfolio. We call this part of the
meeting Pick 1. Every December our education program is a review of what
our club did during the past year and how the portfolio performed.
This year during the review we thought it would be interesting to look at
how our Pick 1 companies performed from the date they were presented until
now. CRMIC would like to share this with you.

Stocks We Studied in 2021 – Pick 1 (as of December 23, 2021)
Date
Jan 11
Feb 8
Mar 8
Apr 12
May 10
Jun 14
Jul 12
Aug 9
Sep 13
Oct 11
Nov 8
Dec 13

Company
Percent Return from Date of Study
LGI Homes (LGIH)
+52.8%
Sprouts Farmers Market, Inc. (SFM) -- Purchased by club
+24.2%
UFP Industries (UFPI)
+37.1%
Royal Gold (RGLD)
-6.5%
Borg Warner (BWA)
-17.6%
TFS Financial Corp. (TFSL)
-16.3%
Superior Group of Companies (SGC)
-4.7%
1-800-Flowers.com, Inc. (FLWS)
-28.0%
MDC Holdings (MDC) -- Purchased by club
+6.9%
Microsoft Corp. (MSFT) – Purchased by club
+13.8%
Malibu Boats (MBUU)
-11.5%
Intuit, Inc. (INTU)
-4.9%

As you can see, we did fine with the three stocks we added to the portfolio. However, we could
have done better by adding LGI Homes and UFP Industries to our portfolio as well. Due to
having 12 partners and 15 stocks in our portfolio, we were not able to purchase all the quality
companies that were presented. We feel this review was very valuable and hopefully, will help
us to become better investors.
We meet on the second Monday of the month from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in Room 25 at The South
Hills School of Business and Technology located at 480 Waupelani Dr, State College, PA
16801. If you would like to join our meetings via GoToMeeting, here is the connection
information: https://www2.gotomeeting.com/join/164983994. To connect via the telephone:
Dial: 1-213-289-0010 Access Code: 164-983-994# Audio Pin: #
CRMIC’s meetings are open to the public. $$$
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Interview with the New President of LEMIC
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LEMIC Portfolio
14 partners
14 holdings
99.6% invested in equities
.4% holdings in cash

Editor’s Note: John deGroot begins his first term as
president, after having served as club Secretary and Vice President. Here
is an interview with John as he sets his goals for 2022.

Adobe Systems (ADBE)

Q: What is your background with investment clubs?

Amazon (AMZN)

A: In 1999 several friends and I created Twenty-First Century
Capitalists (21CC), a stock market investment partnership. But
21CC did not use the Better Investing methodology and did not
succeed in replacing members that dropped out, so it disbanded in
2004 with our portfolio worth about what we had put into it.
In 2007 I joined Pacific Coast Investors, an existing stock
investment partnership that did use the BetterInvesting methodology
and did well. In 2008 I became so nervous about the 2008 Real
Estate Crisis and the state of the economy that I cashed out of the
partnership. [After moving to Central PA] I joined LEMIC in
December 2015.

Edwards Life Science (EW)

Q: After being a LEMIC partner for over 6 years why did you
decide to accept the position of LEMIC president?

Nvidia (NVDA)

Alphabet (GOOG)

Five Below (FIVE)
Malibu Boats (MBUU)
Medifast (MED)
Meta Platforms (FB)
Microsoft (MSFT)

Starbucks (SBUX)
A: I was secretary, treasurer, newsletter editor, and president of the
Puget Sound Beekeepers Association for 2 years each in the late
1990s and early 2000s. I believe I have the experience needed to
preside over a small organization.

United Health Group (UNH)

Q: What are your goals for your term as LEMIC president?

VISA (V)

A: To preside at meetings and encourage participation by the quieter
persons, to keep discussions on the topic and moving along, to make
sure that motions are clearly stated, to make sure that each motion
only concerns one topic, and to alternate between supporters and
opponents of the motion in recognizing persons to speak during
debate. To encourage collaboration in the running of the
partnership. To bring more people, especially young people, into
the partnership. Too many of the general public have a poor
understanding of finance and investment. Well-run investment
partnerships educate people about those parts of the economy.
Q: What do you enjoy most about the LEMIC partnership?
A: Most of all, I enjoy the presentations on stocks we own and on
those we are considering. $$$

Universal Display (OLED)

LEMIC 2022 Officers:
John deGroot, President
Tim Laughman, Vice President
Kate Grenke, Secretary
Dave Moore, Treasurer
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“Putting My Hard-Earned Dollars to Work”
Words from Kate Mobley, a new investment club member
Editor: What first attracted you to our
model club?
Kate: The LEMIC club has always provided a
welcoming environment for
everyone to come and learn about investing
methods. Additionally,
what was interesting to me about LEMIC was how
the club applies
practical and tangible techniques to assess
investment opportunities and
drive portfolio decisions.

Editor: Why did you become a
partner?
Kate: I joined LEMIC in 2020, after recently
completing my college degree
and joining the workforce. I was interested in
putting my hard-earned
dollars to work and liked the BetterInvesting
principles that LEMIC
uses to evaluate potential companies to invest in. I
wanted to learn and
be a part of that decision process and implement the
same thinking to
my own portfolio.

Editor: What do you enjoy most about
being a partner in an investment club?
Kate: One of the things I’ve come to value the
most is the various investing perspectives that each
person brings to our club. Each

meeting, the club goes through a “Buy/Sell”
exercise where we
evaluate our current portfolio and make group
decisions on whether to
purchase or sell certain stocks. As a new investor,
listening and
participating in the group conversation helps me
mold and strengthen
my own investment thinking and portfolio
management skills.

Editor: What top two things have you
learned thanks to your investment club
involvement?
Kate: The two most important things I’ve learned
since joining the club
have been learning how to evaluate a potential stock
with BI tools like
the Stock Selection Guide (SSG) as well as
understanding the
meaning behind the generated numbers from the
SSG. The SSG is an
incredibly useful and valuable tool to visualize the
numbers, compare
companies, and make informed evaluations. When
paired up with the
knowledge of how to interpret the information, that
creates a powerful
combination! I’m looking forward to honing these
skills and learning
new tips and tricks in the upcoming year! $$$

Central PA Chapter of BetterInvesting

BetterInvesting
We are all about education.

National Presentation
StockUp Webinar FREE !
Insurance Company Financials 101
February 10 from 8:30 PM - 9:45 PM
On-line Event Register
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register
/1865903538285404427?source=Event
Information contained in insurance
company financial statements is
extremely important to consider when
evaluating an insurance company for
investment. The way an insurance
company generates profit is often poorly
understood by investors. In this webinar,
net premiums earned, underwriting
margin and income, and investment
income are introduced to understand an
insurance company’s top and bottom
lines. A few financial ratios unique to
insurance companies are introduced to
help investors determine the financial
health of an insurance company. Sources
of financial information will be
illustrated from the Value Line stock
report and annual report for a wellknown insurance company.

Instructor
John Diercks is a Director with
BetterInvesting’s Central Pennsylvania
Chapter. John has taught financial classes
at local, regional, and national levels.
Currently, John is a member of two
investment clubs, including one of the
two Central Pennsylvania Chapter’s
model clubs (Centre Region Model
Investment Club). With three degrees in
meteorology, John spent 26 years in the
Air Force and 16 years as an instructor of
meteorology at The Pennsylvania State
University before retirement.
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Investment Club Visits
Award Certificate Presentations
25h Anniversary Certificate Award
NorthEast PA Women’s Investment Club
Clarks Summit, PA
Thanks to CPAC President Liz Rodda (front,
lower right) and Director Steve Wisegarver, for
visiting the dinner meeting at Glen Oak Country
Club for the award presentation.

Photo by Steven C. Wisegarver, August 2021

_________________________________
Kingscote Investment Club 30th Year Anniversary
Lancaster County, PA
David Russell, founding member front and center.
Thanks to CPAC Director John deGroot for making
the presentation.

Photo by John deGroot, August 2021
Access www.betterinvesting.org
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Getting to Know Fellow Partners
BetterInvesting Member Profile
Ken Heil

We are all about education.

03/19/2022 -“Stock Selection Guide
Analysis of Stocks using Toolkit 6 and
the Online Tool SSG Plus”, 9:00 a.m. –
12 p.m. Location: Giant Food Store,
3301 Trindle Road, Camp Hill,
Pennsylvania 17011. Cost: $20 (includes
breakfast and beverages), payable in
advance. Many investors are not
confident about their ability to do an
analysis of quality growth stocks. They
tend to rely too much on historical data
to forecast future sales and earnings
growth. They make mistakes in
predicting future P/E Ratios. These errors
in judgment often result in inaccurate
calculation of Upside/Downside Ratios,
resulting in poor investing decisions. If
this sounds like you, then please register
to attend this educational event. The
Directors of the Central PA Chapter of
BetterInvesting will cover all sections of
the Stock Selection Guide (SSG) and
answer any questions you have.
Registration link:
contact@centpenn.betterinvesting.net
08/06/2022 – Keystone Strategies
Education Event, 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
at the Giant Food Stores, 3301 Trindle
Road, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011.
VirtualInvestorConferences.com are
offered monthly. This is the leading
Investor Relations industry portal that
introduces public companies to tens of
thousands of active and engaged
individual investors month after month.
For more information go to
http://virtualinvestorconferences.com/
BI Tutorials on several topics
including stock analysis tools. Free.
To view these, go to
http://www.youtube.com/user/BetterInve
sting

Access www.betterinvesting.org

Ken Heil, Author Submitted Photo

What first attracted you to LEMIC?
I have always been interested in investing and it was in my area.
Why did you become a member?
The members are friendly, knowledgeable, and interested in
investing which is important to me. Then seeing the club is well
managed and organized with many long-term members (adding
stability) gave me the confidence to join.
What are the top two things you have learned?
Learning to evaluate what investments I have on a frequent basis.
Learning how to perform better research.
What do you enjoy most about being a club partner?
My investing has been rocky and irregular over the years resulting
in me not being happy with my performance. Being in the club
makes investing a focus in my life keeping me actively engaged
with it and adds more personal accountability into my financial
life. It is wonderful to have a place where I can be with likeminded people to learn, grow, and make decisions. $$$
Who are we? LEMIC profile as of January 2022
14 partners
4 female, 10 male
6 retired, 8 employed
Professions: research scientist, geologist, homemaker, instructor,
marketing executive, engineer, IT specialist, union rep, office
assistant, healthcare executive, admin assistant, family physician
“We welcome the diversity of experience and education.”
Steve Wisegarver, past treasurer and past president of LEMIC

2022 Schedule of Education Classes, Central Pennsylvania Chapter
Contact for registration: John Diercks, 814 234-8775
contact@centpenn.betterinvesting.net
2022
Date of
Course

Day

Time

Course Name

Course
Instructor

Learn and Earn Model Investment Club
Second
Saturday
of each month

9:00 - 11:00 am

Giant Food Store Community Room, Camp Hill, PA,

Go to Meeting link for online attendance:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/join/412656818
Open to the public, free

Centre Region Model Investment Club
Second
Monday
of each month

6:30 – 8:30 pm

South Hills School of Business and Technology
State College, PA,

Go to Meeting link for online attendance:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/join/164983994
Open to the public, free

Feb. 10, 2022

Thursday

March 19,
2022

Saturday

April 20, 2022

Wednesday

8:30 – 9:30 pm

StockUp, BetterInvesting
Insurance Company Financials 101
Webinar, cost free

John Diercks

9:00 - 12:00
Noon

Stock Selection Guide Analysis of Stocks using
"Toolkit 6" and the Online Tool "SSG Plus,"
Cost $20
Giant Food Store Community Room, Camp Hill, PA

Bruce
Kennedy
And
Other
Directors

7:00 - 8:00 pm

Stock Study
TBA

John Diercks

Webinar, cost free
July 20, 2022

Wednesday

7:00 - 8:00 pm

Stock Study
TBA

John Diercks

Webinar, cost free
Aug. 6, 2022

Saturday

8:30 am - 1:00
pm

Oct. 11, 2022

Tuesday

7:00 - 8:00 pm

Keystone Strategies Education Event
Giant Food Store Community Room
Camp Hill, PA, open to public, no charge

Stock Study
TBA

Doug Gerlach

John Diercks

Webinar, cost Free

Please note: The Chapter maintains an email list to notify members of upcoming events, including workshops, webinars,
education days, and other investing opportunities. Contact John Diercks at contact@centpenn.betterinvesting.net if you
would like to receive timely notification of these events via email. In general, you will only receive one or two emails a
month from the Chapter. Encourage other members in your investment club who are not receiving our emails to request
joining the Chapter list.

