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Disclaimer
• The information in this presentation is for educational purposes only and is not intended to be a recommendation 

to purchase or sell any of the stocks, mutual funds, or other securities that may be referenced.  The securities of 
companies referenced or featured in the seminar materials are for illustrative purposes only and are not to be 
considered endorsed or recommended for purchase or sale by BetterInvesting National Association of Investors 
Corporation (“BI”).  The views expressed are those of the instructors, commentators, guests and participants, as 
the case may be, and do not necessarily represent those of BetterInvesting. Investors should conduct their own 
review and analysis of any company of interest before making an investment decision.

• Securities discussed may be held by the instructors in their own personal portfolios or in those of their clients.  BI 
presenters and volunteers are held to a strict code of conduct that precludes benefiting financially from 
educational presentations or public activities via any BetterInvesting programs, events and/or educational 
sessions in which they participate.  Any violation is strictly prohibited and should be reported to the CEO of 
BetterInvesting or the Director of Chapter Relations. 

• This presentation may contain images of websites and products or services not endorsed by BetterInvesting.  The 
presenter is not endorsing or promoting the use of these websites, products or services.

• This session is being recorded for future use.
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What is a First Cut? A Description

It is your initial, informed opinion

. . . based on BI investing principles. . .

. . . suggesting to others investing their time . . . 

. . . to do their own “Due Diligence” . . .

. . . to consider their interest in the stock
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Qualities of the “Best” First Cuts (e.g., ones selected for Publication) 
• Comments on why this is a quality company considering BI 

indexes (e.g., sales and EPS growth, ROE, Debt, etc.) 

• Simple explanation of how the company makes money 

• Brief commentary on variances noted from 
up-straight-parallel

• Assessment of the management effectiveness metrics 

• Explanation of growth and valuation judgments

• Suggestions for areas for further research & other cautions
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Getting Ready to do a First Cut

Select and Study a stock

Do an SSG
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Where are First Cut presentations? On the BI Web Site
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Accessing and Completing the First Cut Template

1. Go to www.betterinvesting.org  

2. Sign into the BI web site

3. Click First Cut Stock Reports

4. View examples of First Cut Reports if you wish

5. Download First Cut Stock template

6. Complete the First Cut template 

7. Save your file

8. Email First Cut your report with your SSG report to Better Investing

http://www.betterinvesting.org/
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Go to BetterInvesting Home Page https://www.betterinvesting.org

Login 
Requires 
   Username and 
   Password

Member without access:
Click Login & signup

Not a member:
Sign up for 90 Trial 
Membership 

https://www.betterinvesting.org/
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Click on View All

After Logging In 
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What You See After Clicking “View All”

Download First Cut Stock Reports Template

Examples of First Cut Reports
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Type Information into gray areas
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A Completed First Cut
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FileName: 
YearMMDD<ticker>).doc 
e.g. 2021.12.08OLED.Doc

Create a PDF of SSG

Check permission for 
posting

Email to: 
FirstCut@Betterinvesting.
net

Submit Your First Cut
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Why submit a First Cut?
• Community – networking opportunities

• Education – learn from others on stock study differences

• Pay It Forward – use what you’ve learned to help others

• Healthy Competition – win bragging rights !

• Fame – see your name in ‘lights’ (okay, BI emails / website / magazine)

• Fortune – identifying good quality companies to invest in

• First Cut Challenge Program – help your chapter quota and income

• Polishing your stock study research skills


